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problems. Certainly life can not be transcribed in any terms, not even 
in terms of art, which comes nearest to bodying forth life's intimate soul. 
Furthermore, life does not need transcribing: that were worthless tautol- 
ogy. Truly, as the author well insists, if one wants to know what life is, 
he must live it. 

But philosophy is not an abortive attempt to take life's photograph or 
to catch life with a metaphysical kinetophonograph. Even the arts do not 
pretend to reflect life as it is, but to interpret it. And philosophy is not 
a transcription of life, but an interpretation of the meaning of life; pri- 
marily it asks not what is real, but what is the meaning of reality. In 
Professor Royce's words, metaphysics " is a critical study of the meaning 
of experience, which it therefore presupposes." Of course, life is more 
than philosophy, than reason. Of course, also, since philosophy states 
life's meaning, it is frankly and solely intellectualistic. And of course, 
as a result, philosophy is a mere abstraction from life, though an abstrac- 
tion justified in and through life. And certainly a philosophic system is 
static: the meaning of the flux can not itself be a flux. The metaphysi- 
cian is obliged to say to an author who introduces him to life as it is 
lived, " Very well, I doubt not that life is all that you say it is, and more ; 
and what we all feel it to be : but what, in the name of philosophic inquiry, 
is the precise meaning of it all?" 

In so far as the author interprets life's meaning in terms of totality, 
and of a totality teleologically interpreted, he is performing the task of a 
metaphysician and fulfilling his promise to defend an idealistic version 
of the real. In so far as he insists that meanings are inarticulate feel- 
ings, he is a mystic with such metaphysical rights and comforts as a 
mystic may possess. But the true value of an enterprise like the author's 
is to warn men of the futility of trying to incorporate life in a philosophic 
system, for there' are some who seem to suppose that this is philosophy's 
attempt. That such a warning is worth while does not mean that philos- 
ophy fails in its real and traditional task. Nor does it mean that life is 
larger than reason in the sense that life's meaning, which reason seeks, 
is larger than reason. 

The book rings true with the sincerity of a conviction : one feels in it 
the intention of a metaphysical gospel for the times. There is much up- 
to-date scientific and philosophic reference and illustration. The style 
has all the charm and the regrettable ambiguity of being a mean between 
literary and philosophic. The dedication is to Josiah Royce, and much 
that is genuinely articulate and of real metaphysical value is very near 
the idealism of " The World and the Individual." 

University of Missouri. Jay William Hudson. 
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NOTES AND NEWS 



The arrangements for Section H (Anthropology) at the forthcoming 
meeting of the British Association have just been communicated to us. 
The preliminary programmes of other sections were stated in Nature of 
July 28. In general ethnography, Mr. E. Torday will describe in Section 
H some of the tribes encountered in his recent exploration of the Congo 
area; Mr. Meech will deal with the Sok, of whose language he has made 
a special study during his residence in Africa; Mr. A. K. Newman, of 
Wellington, New Zealand, will discuss the origin and racial affinities of 
the Maori ; and Miss Fletcher, of Washington, in an important communica- 
tion, will deal with certain points connected with exogamy. Miss Fletcher 
will also contribute an account of recent developments in the study of 
anthropology in American universities. The archeology of the Mediter- 
ranean area will be dealt with by members of the British School at Athens. 
Dr. T. Ashby, director of the British School at Bome, will describe his 
excavations at Hagiar Kim and Mnaidra in Malta, and Messrs. Woodward 
and Ormerod a primitive site in Asia Minor. Prof. W. M. Flinders 
Petrie will give an account of his excavations at Memphis, and Dr. Selig- 
mann will describe a Neolithic site in the Sudan. An important com- 
munication by Prof. Elliot Smith, which summarises the results of ten 
years' work, will discuss the racial affinities of the Egyptians from the 
earliest times. Among other archaeological papers may be mentioned an 
account of the work of the Liverpool Committee for Excavation and 
Besearch in Wales, by Prof. B. C. Bosanquet, and a report on recent 
excavations at Caerwent, by Dr. Ashby ; a communication from Mr. H. D. 
Acland will describe prehistoric monuments in the Scilly Isles, and Mr. 
Alexander Sutherland will give an account of the exploration of a Broch 
at Watten, Caithness. Friday, September 3, will be devoted to a joint 
meeting with Section L (Education), in which intelligence tests in school 
children will be discussed. Among those who have promised papers 
written from the special point of view of the anthropological section are 
Dr. Lippmann, of Berlin, Dr. C. S. Myers, of Cambridge, Mr. W. Brown, 
of King's College, London, Mr. Burt, of the Liverpool Psychological Labo- 
ratory, and Mr. J. Gray. Dr. Kerr, medical officer (education) of the 
London County Council, Dr. W. H. B. Bivers, and others will take part 
in the discussion. (Nature.) 



